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this review of the series of articles which Dr. Thomas published in the 
Western Recorder, and which subsequently appeared in a pamphlet 
printed by the Baptist Book Concern, Louisville, Ky., entitled Both 
Sides. Review of Dr. WhitsitVs "Question in Baptist History" Dr. 
Lofton, in opposition to Dr. Thomas, gives considerable attention to 
Crosby's account of the restoration of immersion in England ; but he 
does much more in the progress of the discussion, maintaining 
Crosby's position that, prior to 1640-41, immersion, as believers' bap- 
tism, "had for some time been disused" in England, and that the 
"ancient practice" was "restored" at that period by what Crosby 
designates the "English Baptists." In other words, Dr. Lofton's 
pamphlet is a very forceful argument in support of this position, and 
constitutes an exceedingly valuable contribution to the literature of 

the discussion opened by Dr. Whitsitt. „ „ „ 

J Henry S. Burrage. 

Portland, Mb. 



Thomas Chalmers. By W. Garden Blaikie. " Famous Scots 
Series." Edinburgh : Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier ; 
New York: Imported by Chas. Scribner's Sons, 1897. Pp. 
160. gO.75. 

The key to this great man's career is found in two sentences clos- 
ing the first paragraph of the book before us : " On the basis of the 
gospel he could not separate the social from the personal, the general 
from the particular, the temporal from the spiritual. He had always 
an Arcadia, a Utopia, a new springtide for his country in his vista ; 
but a springtide to be realized in one way only — by the coming of the 
spirit from on high." 

Dr. Chalmers was peculiarly fitted by nature and education to realize 
the idea contained in these sentences. He had a very large and ver- 
satile mind. He was almost equally at home in mathematics, chemistry, 
political economy, social science, the pulpit, the professor's chair, the 
family circle, from the humble cottage to the palace. He lived just a 
little too soon to come under the influence of German thought, and 
more recent ideas of specialization. He was never farther from home 
than Paris, but he knew England and Scotland thoroughly. Travel 
and a knowledge of the literature of other nations would no doubt 
have added to his power. Nevertheless Carlyle did not justly call him 
"narrow." He is, indeed, constrained to say: " What a wonderful old 
man Chalmers is ! or, rather, he has all the buoyancy of youth. When 
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so many of us are wringing our hands in hopeless despair over the 
vileness and wretchedness of the large towns, there goes the old man, 
shovel in hand, down into the dirtiest puddles of the west part of Edin- 
burgh, cleans them out, fills the sewers with living waters. It is a 
beautiful sight." 

It is interesting to note that Chalmers experienced a conversion after 
entering the university. In his earlier career he gave a minimum of 
his strength to directly gospel work, and a maximum to outside subjects, 
such as mathematics, chemistry, and so on. But later he experienced 
a great change, after which the gospel was put before everything else, 
and this dates the beginning of his real success. The chapters are : 
" Birth, School, and College, 1780-1803;" "Kilman, 1803-1815;" 
"Glasgow, 1815-1823;" "St. Andrews University, 1823-1828;" 
"Edinburgh University, 1828-1843;" "New College, Edinburgh, 
1 843-1 847." Dr. Blaikie writes with fullness of knowledge and sym- 
pathy. He has accordingly written a book that will be an inspiration 
to ministers and all others who can respond to the touch of a great 

personality, a*s Chalmers was. T ... ,. 

v J J. W. Moncrief. 

The University of Chicago. 



Vergleich der dogmatischen Systeme von R. A. Lipsius 
und A. Ritschl. Zugleich Kritik und Wurdigung dersel- 
ben. Von Lie. theol. E. Pfennigsdorf, Pastor in Harsge- 
rode. Gotha: Friedrich Andreas Perthes, 1896. Pp. vii 
+ 191. M. 2.40. 
This book is an admirable exposition and criticism of the theo- 
logical systems of Ritschl and Lipsius. The author holds that a 
thoroughgoing doctrine of knowledge is necessary in formulating the 
science of theology. In taking this standpoint he is able to discuss 
the fundamental principles of both theologians. Here Pfennigsdorf 
hopes to make a contribution to theological science. After a general 
discussion of the epistemology of Ritschl and Lipsius, he gives a more 
detailed account of their religious epistemology. The author then 
takes up in a critical manner the doctrines of each in regard to revela- 
tion and the church. He then shows how far the religious views of 
each are warranted by their epistemology. The concluding part of 
his work Pfennigsdorf devotes to setting forth his own conception of 
the twofold task of evangelical dogmatics. He agrees with both the 
theologians that there is a distinction to be drawn between philosophy 



